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Vision

A peaceful and just country
in which freedom, human and democratic rights
of all people are assured.

Mission

To work in partnership with different target
groups to educate,
mobilise and advocate to build a society of
rights conscious
citizens and a political culture that enables a
political solution to the ethnic conflict and equal
opportunities for all.
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About NPC

The National Peace Council (NPC) was established as an
independent and non-partisan national non-government
organisation on 2 February, 1995. The formation of NPC
was the culmination of aprocessthat began with acampaign
against election violence in July 1994, launched by an inter
religious group of individual sand organisations.

The interventions made by this group during the 1994
Presidential €l ection campaign specifically, and for apeaceful
and permanent resol ution to the protracted conflict generaly,
led to the organisation of thefirst National Peace Conference
the same year. The vision and mandate of NPC were
formulated at this conference, |eading to the establishment of
NPC thefollowing year.

In order to achieveitsoverall goal - that of the establishment
of along-term, viable solution to the ethnic conflict - NPCis
committed to the creation of a culture of peace that upholds
the values of non-violence, respect for human rights and the
free expression of ideas.
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Chairman’s Message

2014 wasyet another chalenging year aswerethe preceding fiveyears. Although
thewar ended in 2009, post war tensionsand rhetoric, many imagined, remained
even dfter fiveyears. Despite being scarred by abitter civil war for nearly three
decades, the country failed to reap the benefitsthat should have accrued to all
Sri Lankansin an equitable manner after the end of thewar. It wasunder this
reality that NPC worked during theyear under review.

Weat NPC bdievethat building along term, viable peaceinvolvesestablishing
or re-establishing communi cati ons between former enemies, changing negative
stereotypes, building positiveimages and perceptionsof the other, and fostering
mutual respect and trust. We a so believethat peace building isnot about the
imposition of solutionsfromthetop, it isabout the creation of opportunities,
and theexpansion of political, economic, and socid spaces, withinwhich Sri
Lankans can identify, develop and empl oy the resources necessary to build a

peaceful, prosperousand just society.

NPC has been in existence for nearly two decades and has greater social
acceptability and hasgoodwill and respect nationdly and internationally dueto
itscommitment to apolitica solutiontotheethnic conflict. Wehavegood relations
withfellow NGOsand civil society organisationsacrosstheidand.

During theyear under review NPC focused itsactivitiesonthefollowing four
drategicpriorities:

Strategic Priority 1: NPC will emphasisepluraisminitsapproach as
thisisaunifying concept not adivisveone. Plurdismisabout respecting
the right to be different and accepting diversity as the basis of
reconciliation. Itisnot divisiveinthat it doesnot focuson therights of
any onegroup in oppositionto another.

Strategic Priority 2: Sri Lankaistoday afragmented society. Each group
operatesinitsown sphere. Thereisa so abreakdown of institutions
that enablestrust. Any process of post war transformation requires
trust building. NPCwill beseekingtobuildtrust at dl levels, bothwithin
and between communities.

Strategic Priority 3: Sri Lankahasyet to progressfrom being apost
war society to being apost conflict society. There hasbeen no conflict
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transformational processthat addresses political rootsof the conflict
and woundsinflicted by thewar. The end of any major conflict also
opens up sub-conflictsthat have been suppressed by thelarger one,
and thesehavethepotential to further fragment society. It isnecessary
to pre-empt possi ble future conflicts by addressing them beforethey
escalate.

Strategic Priority 4: NPCwill review itsexisting adminisrativestructures
and introduce changeswhere necessary. It will also seek to strengthen
itsddivery cgpacity through enhanced training for staff on newer methods
of conflict transformation and resol ution.

NPC'scorestrengthin thiscontext wasits bal anced approach and itsreadiness
toengagewithal parties, but without compromising onitsprinciplesled by the
Executive Director whoisnow aveteraninthisposition. Heisably supported
by the membersof the Board of Directors, Governing Council and staff who
have hel ped sustaintheorganisationin avariety of ways. | thank themfor their
hard work and commitment to the cause of sustainable peaceand reconciliation
inSri Lanka

| would liketo concludewith ashort story.

After | Am Gone

An old manwent about planting mango saplingswhenever he could. A young
gardener wasamused at the effort of the ageing man and one day, unableto
contain hiscuriosity, asked, “ Sir, what givesyou so much energy to plant
these saplings when you know that you may not even bethereto seethem
flower or bear fruit?"

Theold manreplied, “ Thesearefor otherstordishitsfruits, justlikel did all
theseyearsfrom treeswhich I have noideawho planted!”

Joe William
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General Secretary’s Message

During the year 2014, the main problems of the country were to ensure
democratic changesto the constitution, protect human rights, give economic
relief to ordinary people, build inter ethnic unity and national harmony and
protect the sovereignty of the country.

Thereweredevel opment projects such asthe Colombo Port City, Hambantota
harbour, Mattalaairport, highwaysand building roadsto villages. But people
had difficulty intheir day-to-day lives. Mediaingtitutions, civil society groups,
trade unions and professional s began reporting, writing and demonstrating
againgt corruption, mal practiceand the oppressive actions of the government.

Inthiscritical scenario, NPC worked through our projects, aswell aswith
other organisations, facing difficultiesfrom thegovernment and from various
extremistsgroups. NPC continued to promote national reconciliation, protect
humanrights, uplift democretic vaues, advocatefor better congtitutiona changes
and monitor the el ection process.

The success of NPC was because the Board, Governing Council and staff
worked asasingleunit at thisdifficult time. Wewere ableto have discussons
and debateswithout falling prey to fatal divisionsto reach our goal of peace
withjugtice.

| believe NPC and other like-minded civil society groupswill work together
with thenew government for reconciliation and tofind apalitical solutiontothe
ethnic problem through negotiationson the basisof equa rightsand devolution.

| take thisopportunity to thank the membersof NPC, Board Members, the

Governing Council, saff and Digtrict Committeemembersaswell asour foreign
friends and donorswho have understood the needs of our society.

G. V. D. Tilakasiri
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Directors’ Report

Sri Lankaisacountry intransition from post war to sustainable peace. The ethos
that prevailed during thewar continued to the end of 2014. Thisledto acontinuing
trend of centralising of power and useof the security forcesto ensurenationa security,
whichwasprivileged above human security. Severd NGO programmeswereviolently
disrupted. NPC coped with the continuous shrinking in thecivil society spacethat
wasoneof the consequencesof the militarised mindset of the government.

During the past year weidentified women asapowerful and untapped constituency
capableof making achange. Currently women aregrossly underrepresentedinthe
political processwithlessthan 6 per cent representationin e ected political assemblies.
Inworking with women NPC used the experiencesit had garnered initswork with
thedigtrict leve inter rdigiouscommitteesit had set up. Thegovernment wasprepared
to givereligiousclergy more space to engage with the community than it gaveto
other formsof civil society, especialy to NGOs. NPC supported theinter religious
committeesto bring peoplefrom different ethnic and religiouscommunitiestogether.
Theunderlying rationale of our work with women wasthe need to bringin more
women'’s participation into the discussion and debate on the way forward for Sri
Lanka, and thereby contributeto greater women’ sparticipation in governance.

ItisNPC’s contention that the greater participation of womenwill contributeto the
national reconciliation process. Our intervention seekstofill the gap by mobilising
grassroots|evel womento participatein community level healing. NPC provided
training and education to war affected women on thetrangitiond justiceframework
to help them understand the core elements of aconflict transformation process.
They wered so giventraining ontherole of women and the need for women'svoices
inapost war scenario. Thiswork wasdonewithintheframework of reconciliationin
which participants were encouraged to sharetheir own perspectivesandtofinda
common platforminwhichtruth andjusticeleadto pluraism, coexistenceand nationd
reconciligtion.

Another NPC intervention wasto build on its participation at the Commonweal th
Heads of Government meeting in Colombo the previousyear in 2013, which linked
civil society withthegovernment. It joined agroup of NGOsthat had participatedin
that event to dialoguewith the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence. Thiswasdone
to discusstheimplicationsof the government circular restricting the space givento
NGOsto engage with the mediaand to issue mediarel eases and to urgeamore
positiveinteraction between the government and civil society. Therewasconcern
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that the government would passnew legidation further restricting civil society
space. Thegovernment did not takefurther actioninthisregard.

Themain projectsthat NPC implemented in the year under review werethe
Reconciling Inter Religiousand Inter Ethnic Differences project, Womenin
Healing project, Promoting Accountability and Preventing Torture by
Strengthening Survivorsof TortureinAsiaproject and Writeto Reconcileproject.
NPC aso continued with itsworkshops, seminars, conferences, exchangevisits
and advocacy through the issuance of media releases, commentaries and
interviewsto thenationa andinternationa media Thishadimpactsonincreasing
thegenerd public’sknowledgeof plurdistic va ues, good governanceand human
rights, providinginformation on ground reality to opinionformersand decision
makers, providing linkage between thereligiousand ethnic communitiesthrough
structured interactions, reassuring ethnic and religious minorities about support
for their just causes, uphol ding consi stent stance onissuesof inter ethnicjustice
and reconciliation and keeping adive an dternative discourse on minority rights
issues.

Inaddition, NPC brought ininternational expertsthrough expansion of itspartner
network during the year, strengthened its relationship with likeminded
organisationsintheAsanregion, specifically AsaPlateauin Indig, AsaJustice
and Rightsin Indonesiaand Relief International in Myanmar, shared NPC's
experiencesand lessonswith theinternational community, for example, high
level ddegationsfrom Thailand and Myanmar who visted NPC received training
intrangtiona justicefrom our partnersin Indonesiaand provided an opportunity
for Tamil diasporato beinvolved in activitiesthrough the Write to Reconcile
project.

We express our gppreciation of the support given by our members, Governing
Council, Board of Directorsand donorswho hel p usto sustainthiswork. Even
when the macro political environment was threatening and unsafe, they
accompanied usin our work, whichiswhat solidarity isabout.

Jehan Perera
Executive Director
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Addressing Rising Religious Tensions

Inter community relations continued to deteriorate after the end of thewar.
Anti-Mudim propagandawason theriseand therewereattackson Mudimsby
asection of the Buddhist clergy and their followers. The unwillingness of the
stateto speak up wasoneindication of thefailure of post-war reconciliation.

In order to addresstherising tensions, NPC began anew projectin late 2013
with support from SPICE/USAID entitled Reconciling Inter religiousand Inter
ethnic Differences (RIID), whichwas completed in October 2014.

Under aprevious EU-funded project, NPC had set up 12 Didtrict Inter Religious
Committees (DIRCs) that have been functioning for threeyears. Some members
underwent training on conflict resolution, conflict sengitivity and prioritisation of
humanitarian needs. Through these activities, peopleareableto understand one
another and their religions. They realised the nature of the political problems
that separatesthe ethnic communitiesand makestheir political leadersseeeach
other asopponentsinstead of as partners.

Thenew project strengthened thework of DIRCsin Jaffna, Mannar, Puttlam,
Galle, Batticd oaand Amparawhile setting up new onesin Kandy and Nuwara
Eliya. NPC worked with partner organisations, who collaborated with DIRCs
at thedigtrict level. Thefunding enabled NPC to strengthen the effectiveness of
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theexisting DIRCsand build partner capacity so that they served asadistrict-
level mechanismto prevent locaised conflicts.

Oneof thesignificant resultsof RIID wasanincreased level of trust developed
between membersof DIRCsand asignificant improvement intheir ability to
work together asamulti religiousand multi ethnic group.

TheDIRCswererevitdized towork towardsreducing religiousand ethnictension
and contributeto reconciliation, peaceand justiceat district and national level.

DIRCsintervenedinanumber of incidentsthat had potentia toflareupintofull
scaehodlilitiesbetween religions, and resol ved the mattersin an amicablemanner.
A total of 26 such incidents were addressed and dealt with in amanner that
promoted hedling of relationships, and therdlevant DIRC iscontinuing to monitor
themto avoid incidentsof reoccurrence.

A register documenting different i ssues and the preventive measures used has
been maintained at thedistrict level by the DIRCsand thiswill facilitate and act
asan early warning tool that could beused to identify issuesthat canflareupin
thefuture.

Theissuesfaced during the course of the project included peopl€'s perception
of NGOsworkinginthe peace sector, government regul ationsand their limitations,
lack of capacity amongst partner organisationsto carry out religion sensitive
training and theinadequacy inavailableresourcesto address, solveand monitor
issuesidentified by the DIRCsfrom start to end, are some of themainissues.

A total of 45issuescapable of creating inter religiousand inter ethnictension
wasidentified from different districtswherearevamped DIRC wasin place.




Mo NPC MRS NP

Theseissueswererecorded in I ssue Registersmaintained a the DIRCstofecilitate
futurereference. Of theissuesrecorded, 26 community level issueswere addressed
by the DIRCs. Someissueswerefully addressed whilecertainissuesweremitigated
toavoidimmediateflareups.

Thisproject wasa ready past its halfway point when tension in the South between
Buddhistsand Muslimsboiled over. The NPC was ableto addressthisin several
waysthrough the Galle DIRC and through NPC'sown mediaunit. A mediarelease
wasissued by the Governing Council of the NPC condemning theissue, at the

nationd level andat the
Galle DIRC sent two
Buddhist monk and a
affected areasto speak
communitiesand urge
settlement. Although
resistance at first
predominantly Idamic
weredtill dbletoreason
community  that
be the answer. In
project was designed
brewing dissent
communities and an
dissent waswitnessed
the war nearly five

district level, the
of itsmembers, a
Maulavi to the
to the
for a peaceful
they faced
from the
community, they
out with the
violencecould not
addition, this
as there was
between
escalation of this
intheaftermath of
yearsago.

Thesecond phase of the project, which beganin November, isbeingimplemented
inthree stageswith the participation of district level partner organisations.

In stage one, the DIRC network will function asacommunity watch group at
district level through an enhanced relationship with the mediato report issuesand
interventions and enhanced knowledge on pluralism; therewill beanimproved
DIRC membership network together with links established with provincial and
nationa bodiesand recognised religiousleadersand therewill beagreater reachin
themediathrough coverageof inter religiousactivities.

Instagetwo, DIRCswill maintain anissueregister and document interventionsthat
mitigatereligioustension and will addressissuesat thedistrict level that remain
unsolved. In stagethree, successstorieswill be collated, learning and experiences
will be shared through anationa symposium, theNational Inter Religious Council
will berevamped and aFacebook pagewill be created.
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Srengthening Survivorsof Torture

Incidents of torture are widespread and recurrent in Sri Lankadespite there
being constitutional protection against it and the adoption of the International
Convention against Torture. The Government of Sri Lanka'sLessonsLearnt and
Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) report containskey provisionsrelated to
combettingtortureat al levels. However, theseprovisonsareyet to beimplemented
in Police stationsand Army campsaround the country.

NPC commenced work on an EU-funded project to strengthen survivors of
torture by promoting accountability and preventing torture. Asian Justice and
Rights(AJAR), an NGO based in Indonesia, selected NPC to beitspartner in
Sri Lanka, together with partnersin Myanmar, Aceh and Timor-Leste. NPCis
implementing thetwo-year project with selected locd partnerswho speciaizein
thefield of supporting torturevictims.

Theproject’ starget groupsincludetorturesurvivorsand their families, civil society,
religious-based groups, government officia sand decision-makersinthe security
sector. The specific objectivesincludeincreasing capacities of torture survivors
and their organisationsto initiate and implement sustainable self-care, raising
awareness and understanding among civil society withregard to victims' rights
and enhancing commitment to accountability and prevention of torture among
key government agencies, human rightsbodiesand security sector ingtitutions.

Amongthekey activitiesareregiona trainingsoninternationa and domesticlaws
ontorture, advocacy and rehabilitation;  healing of memories training of trainers;
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exchangeviditsby survivors groups, documentation, community-based support
and advocacy; facilitation of legal aid; participatory action research to develop
referralsand advocacy for reparations; apublic information campaign, and a
regional seminar on lessonslearned from Asiaon accountability, prevention,
and rehabilitation.

Asthefirst step, NPC sent agroup of seven representatives (NPC and partners)
for aworkshop on community-based strategiesfor strengthening survivors of
torture, held in Jakarta. Thiswasfollowed by another workshop on Training
Facilitators on Community-based Strategiesfor Strengthening Survivors of
Torture and other forms of 11I-Treatment in Pursuit of Accountability and
PreventionhedinBdi at theAJAR Training Centre.

Under the project, NPC supported meetings and discussionsorganized by its
partnersto raise awarenesson torture. In Kandy and Ja-Ela, peopl€e stribunals
against torturewere held to reflect the courage of torture survivors, strength of
people, effectiveness of grassroot level campaigning and the dedication of
frontlineworkerswhottirelesdy pursuethe cause of combatting torture.

To mark Human Rights Day on December 10, NPC supported acampaignto
empower civil society to obtain apeoplefriendly Police serviceand minimise
incidents of Policetorturein Ja-Elawhilein Colombo, Janasansadayahad a
meeting for victimsof torture and family members, membersof CSOs, legal
professional sand government sector employees.

Theevent addressed deficienciesinthejudicia system, especidly inMagigterid
processesthat dedl directly withvictimsof Policetorture. Informationwasshared
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with participants on correct methods when seeking reparation for torture and
availablemechanismswithin thejudicia framework for thisprocess.

The Citizens Committee GampahaDisdtrict launched acampaign to highlight
incidentsof tortureand itssocia effects, recognisevictimsof tortureand educate
the public on the need to addresstorture.

A sriesof training workshopswerehel d highlighting theimportance of trangtiond
justicemechanismsinapost conflict Stuation. Thesessonsincluded Internationa
Humean RightsL aw, Humanitarian Law and Internationa Crimina Law principles,
which were elucidated using examplesfrom around theworld. Al so discussed

werelegd definitions
crimes and crimes
with examples and
relevant conventions

Workshops on
held for women
survivorsof

headed their
as a result of the
disappearance or

of genocide, war
against humanity,
references to
and their impact.

traumahedingwere
headed household
war. They
respectivefamilies
d eat h,
incarceration of

their husbands, sons or fathers. Many
wereunableto have any closuresowith
“healing through remembering’ they were ableto say goodbyetotheir loved
Oones.

NPC's partner in the East, Center for Protection and Promotion of Human
Rights(CPPHR) , heldtraining on basic counsdlling to train community members
to become befrienders. Thegoa isto create aseparate unit for counsellingin
Trincomalee and utilisethetrained group of befriendersas part of thisunit to
support traumavictimsin the Eastern Province. A group of befrienderswere
also trained in the south to support victims of torture. They were given
introductory training on counsdling skills, activelistening, understanding thegrief
process, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, sol ution focused counselling, child
abuse, exploitation and trafficking aswell aspractical training on carrying out
counsling.

NPC’spartnersfor the project are The Human Rights Office Kandy, Citizen
Committee GampahaDistrict, CPPHR Trincomal ee and Child Devel opment
Initiative (CDI) Vavuniya
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The Case of Predy Fernando

Predly Fernando is 36, married with a 10-year old son. He worked as a
personal driver in Chilaw. Earlier Predy had worked in ashop but |eft after a
quarrel with the owner. Onenight, the policeforced their way into hishouse,
punched himintheface and stomach ashiswifeand child watched, and took
him away in handcuffs. Not aword was spoken about any crime. At the
policestation Predy was mercilessly beaten and hung up by hisshackled arms.
His shoulderstore out their sockets. For four days the torture went on to
make Presly confess to a crime he did not commit — robbing his former
employer’sshop. Hewasthen forced to sign astatement. Hewas produced
beforeamagistrate and rel eased.

Later CCTV cleared Predly asaculprit. Predy was unableto work because
of hisinjuriesand histrauma. Hiswife and son were also traumatised. For
many monthshelived onthekindness of relativesand friends. NPC learnt of
Predy’scasethrough newsreportsand asked its partner, Citizens Committee
Gampaha, to see how to help.

WithfundsfromitsEU funded project Promoting Accountability and Preventing
Tortureby Strengthening Survivorsin Asiaimplemented in partnershipwith
AsaJusticeand Rights (AJAR), NPC was ableto provide Presly with legal
advice, traumacounsd ling, phys otherapy, living expensesand support totake
on historturersdespitethreats of violenceand pay offs. Today Predy’scaseis
before the Supreme Court, his assailants have been transferred and he has
found another job. Predy isan advocate of other torture victims, appearing on
platformsaround thedistrict urging themto comeforward and tell their stories.
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Healing the Wounds of War

Although they make up over haf of the population and livein the country that
el ected theworld’sfirst woman primeminister, womenin Sri Lankaare poorly
represented at the top of the decision making process. While often bearing the
brunt of the country’s 30-year civil war, they are not consulted in post conflict
peacebuilding activities.

Inorder to bring women's perspectivesinto the national reconciliation process,
NPCisimplementing " Post-Conflict Heding: A Women'sManifesto” with funding
from FOKUSWomen. FOKUS consists of 74 women's organizationsfrom
Norway that share avision of women united to change theworld, in which
women'’s organizations form the basis for egalitarian societies free from
oppression.

Through capacity building, the project aimstoincreasefemaleparticipationin
decison making at thelocal and grassroot level. Therearehedling activitiesas
well asaplatform for thevoiceof womentobeheard. Themanifestowill articulate
women’s perspectives of transition from post-conflict to peace and trand ate
them into action through advocacy to policy makersand authorities.

The NPC hasanidand wide outreach and hasworked in every provinceinthe
country, gaining understanding of theissuesthat affected minority communities
andwomen. Thework isbeing carried out inthe Vavuniya, Mannar, Trincomalee,
AmparaGalle, HambantotaK andy, NuwaraEliyaand Puttalam Didtricts. Some
areassuchasVavuniya, Mannar, Amapara and Trincoma eeweredirectly affected
by thewar while others such as Galle and Hambantota have ahigh number of
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war widows. Kandy and Nuwara Eliyaare hometo the minority Tamil estate
community while Puttalam playshost to many Interndly Displaced Personsfrom

theTamil and Mudim communities.

The project aimsto build capacity, encouraging increased participation and
representation of women at local and grass root level; create post conflict

healing; advocate/
perspectives on
processes and
train participantson
women’s rights,
post  conflict
reconciliation, the
Reconciliation
recommendations
Council Resolution
women and

Duringthefirst year
project, ninedigtrict
identified, Trainer of

publish women’s
post conflict
peace building; and
transitional justice,
role of women in
society,
LessonsLearnt and
Commissonandits
and UN Security
1325 that dedlswith
SeCcurity.

of the three-year
partners  were
Trainee workshops

were conducted, orientation workshopsin ninedistrictsand follow up workshops
were held. Thetotal number of participantsat thesedistrict level trainingswas
243 individuals. At thefollow up workshops, the participantsidentified issues
relevant to their particular district and then devised healing activitiesto mitigate

them.
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¢ Vavuniyacons sted of participantswho weredirectly affected by thewar. At
the beginning of theworkshop their grievances and anger were evident.
However, by the end of the workshop all the participants were ready to
accept thepast and to try to movetowardsthefuture. Asone Tamil participant
said, “Thebusisgone, what isthe point of waving handsto hold back the
bus?We need to look to the future and try to moveon”.

o Onthefirst day of theworkshop in Trincomal ee, there wastension between
the Sinhalese and Tamilsbut at theend of thetraining, aSinhal ese participant
saidthat al they want istolive united and peacefully with Tamils. The Tamil
participantsagreed. Thisshowed that thedifferent communitiesdid not didike
each other but wanted to be heard and acknowledged by the other.

o A participant from Hambantota said that when she went home, her family
noticed apositivechangein her. Usudly al shedid wasto cry thinking of the
son shelost inthewar but after coming for theworkshop sherealized she
was not the only onewho suffered and that she had support.
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Reconciliation Through Writing
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Writeto Reconcile, afictionwriting project supported by NPC in conjunction
with internationally renowned Sri Lankan author Shyam Selvadurai, went
into itssecond year after asuccessful first year.

Theproject brought together 26 emerging Sri Lankanwriters, including some
from thediaspora, who wereinterested inwriting fiction, memoir or poetry in
English ontheissuesof conflict, peace, reconciliation, memory and trauma,
asthey related to the civil war and the postwar period.

Over the course of two residential workshop in Kandy and Batticaloaand
two onlineforums, these emerging writers, under the guidance of Shyam
Selvadurai, honed their craft of writing and produced work that showed a
diversity of cultural, ethnic and geographical pointsof view onthecivil war
and itsaftermath, aswell asadiversity of stylesand genres.

Thework produced by the writers was published in the second Write to
Reconcile Anthology. Two thousand copiesin Sinhala and Tamil of the
anthology were mailed to libraries and school s across the country and a
downloadableversonisavailableaswel. NPC trand ated thefirst anthology
into Sinhalaand Tamil to reach wider audiences.
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Citizens Peace Award

NPC's Citizens Peace Award was awarded in 2014 to Father Benjamin Henry
Miller, an American-born Jesuit priest who haslived in Batticaloafor over six
decades.

Father Miller founded the Battical oa Peace Committee (BPC), which began as
agroup of concerned citizensthat gave advice on lega procedures surrounding
detention and how to find those in detention. It took up the cases with the
authorities, publicised the caseswhereit might hel p, and shared theinformation
withinternational human rightsorganisations, diplomats, journadistsand NGOs.
In recognition of itsnon-partisan role, the security forcesgave BPC therole of
conduit to hand over released prisoners.

During the period of ceasefirein 2002 and until itsbreakdown, the government
appointed him to be its nominee for the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission for
Batticaloa Father Miller showed himself to be afearlesshuman rightsactivist
who encouraged and strengthened civil society in Battica oatotakeup thecause
of thevictims of human rights abuses committed by the Sri L ankan security
forcesand severd other militant groups, includingtheLTTE.

During aperiod of over fifty yearswhen heserved asRector of the . Micheel's
College and as ateacher, Father Miller saw many opportunities to become
involvedin civic organisations. He helped in theformation of aninter religious
organisation and civil societies to combat tuberculosis and cancer through
preventive education, the establishment of abranch of the Federation of Red
Crossand, asaRotarian, he served asits President aswell ason the National
Rotary Council for Peaceand Harmony.
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Media and Advocacy

As part of its educational and advocacy work, NPC disseminated political
commentaries, newd ettersand pressrel easesthat were published inthe mass
mediain threelanguages. The materia wasal so uploaded onto NPC’ swebsite.
Dr. Jehan Pereracontributed aregular columnto anational newspaper that often
mentioned NPC'swork.

Inaddition, Dr. Pererawasinterviewed on DeutcheWelle, RadioAudtrdia, Vatican
Radio, VOA, Associated Press, Radio France and Swiss National Radio. He
lectured asaresource person at civil society functions, universitiesand local and
international conferences. The NPC team provided briefings and country
assessmentsto severa embassies.

Excerptsfrom pressrel eases:
Consider Joint Inquiry Instead Of International Inquiry

The Sri Lankan government hasrejected the report submitted by the UN Human
Rights Commissioner that recommendsaninternationa inquiry into alleged war
crimesand human rightsviolationsin thelast phase of the country’swar. The
government continuesto deny theallegationsand assertsthat it only carried out a
humanitarian rescue operation during thelast stages of thewar duetotheforcible
holding of the civilian population by the LTTE and al so assertsthat the alleged
number of personswho had died or disappeared asagrossexaggeration. It set
up aninquiry but entrusted it to the military against whom the allegationsare
made, which does not makeit an independent investigation. It isan accepted
principleinlaw that no person can beajudgeintheir own cause.

February 27

The Tragedy Of Vulnerable Families Of
Disappeared Persons

The arrest and detention of Balendran Jayakumari under controversial
circumstancesrai sesthe question whether thosewho persevereto openly advocate
on behalf of the victimsof thewar are being targeted for punitiveaction. The
government’s police spokesperson stated that ashooting incident took placein
the north and they haveidentified ahousewherethe suspect hasbeen hiding and
that twowomen are being investigated. Human rightsdefendersintheareareport
lots of checkpoints, raids, questioning, fear and surveillance. Jayakumari is
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reported to have been detained under the Prevention of TerrorismAct for 16
days by acourt order and sent to the Boosa detention centre which is at the

other southern corner of the country.
March 17

Reassess Arrest Of Ruki Fernando And Fr. Praveen
Mahesan And Uphold Rule Of Law And Due Process

TheNationd Peace Council viewswith great concernthearrest of Ruki Fernando
and Fr Praveen Mahesan, two of theleading humanrightsdefendersinthecountry.
Both of them are partners of NPC and havetaken part in our programs. Their
commitment to sustainable peace and reconciliation and promotion of humanitarian
normsareunquestionable. Both of themwerearrested last eveninginKilinochchi
inthe North where they had been seeing to thewelfare of families of missing
personsfollowing the arrest and detention of one of their members Balendran
Jayakumari, whose youngest son went missing after alegedly surrenderingtothe
army at theend of thewar.
March 16

Communal Violence Cannot Be Permitted

Themob attack on Mudim owned shopsand homesinAluthgamaand Beruwela
signifiesasignificant escalationinanti Mudim activitiesthat have beentaking
placeover thepast two years. It isreported that at |east 2 personshave died and
morethan 30injuredin clashes. Previoussuchincidentswereonindividud targets,
including mosguesand shops. In most of those previousincidentstheresponses
by the police and security forceswas slow or ineffective with the miscreants
going free, which created aclimate of impunity for the attackers.

June 16

Governance Concerns Of Ethnic Minorities Must Also
Be Part Of Election Campaign

Oneof themgor campaignthemesat theforthcoming Presidentia electionisthe
issueof good governance, specificaly theabolishing of the Executive Presidency
and de-politicising of ingtitutionsof state. Therehasbeen acontinuouserosion of
theindependence of themainingditutionsof governanceover the past four decades
that began with the First Republican Constitution of 1972. In recent yearsthere
has been an even greater centralization of power inthe hands of the Presidency
which hasbeenjustified by nationa security considerations.

November 25
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Finance

FINANCIAL REVIEW

The National Peace Council of Sri Lanka (Guarantee) Ltd is a not for profit
organisation which fully depends on grants from various donor agencies to
carry out various project activities.

Although there was about a 20% decrease in its income in year 2012 when
compared to 2011, the donor income has gradually increased thereafter.

Donor Income

Y ear 2011 2012 2014

Amount (LKR)| 60,374,157.00 41,949,545.00 46,574,189.92

Donor Income-2011-2014

70,000,000.00
60,000,000.00
50,000,000.00
40,000,000.00
30,000,000.00
20,000,000.00
10,000,000.00

Amount (LKR)
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The following table shows the income we received from each donor as a % of total
income for that year.

European Union

DIAKONIA

Rotary Club

Royal Norwegian Embassy

US Department of State

SPICE

AJAR

FOKUS
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Our Donors 2014

Donor Agency Amount (LKR)

Asia Justice And Rights (AJAR) 5,040,483.00

DIAKONIA 10,342,389.54

FOKUS 5,200,000.00

Royal Norwegian Embassy 14,599,533.80

SPICE 8,650,597.00

U S Department of State 2,741,186.58

Total 46,574,189.92

Donor Income=2014

W Asia Justice And Rights (AJAR) B DIAKON A
B FOEUS B Royel Norwegian Embassy

W SPICE B U 5 Department of State




Our Projects 2014
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Donor Agency

Amount spent
asa % of total
expenses

DIAKONIA

8.21

SPICE

15.65

Royal Norwegian Embassy/
US Department of State

WTR

16.93

FOKUS

Post Conflict
Hedling

10.49

Preventing
Torture

DIAKONIA/RNE/
Unrestricted Fund

Institutional
Support

Rotary Club
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Way Forward

Making Sri Lankaamoreinclusive country inwhich people, irrespective of
ethnic or religiouscommunity, can fed asense of belonginginamotherland of
al is Sri Lanka s biggest challenge. The presidential election campaign
exacerbated thefearsand divis onsamongst the people. Dispelling thesefears
isachdlengethat needsto betaken up at every leve, including by civil society.

Inthemonthsand yearsahead therewill beaneed for educationd programmes
to heal the minds of the people and to emphasise the need for national
reconciliation. A permanent solution will taketime and care. The process of
decisonmaking will bedow and difficult, but the new government represents
thediversity of Sri Lanka smulti ethnic and multi religiouspopulation. Thisis
the best opportunity to work out amutually acceptable solution.

The change of government hasled to an opening for civil society toengagein
peace work and reconciliation, which continuesto remain of the highest
relevance. Theethnic conflict gill manifestsitsalf inthedispute over post war
accountability and the absence of amutually acceptable political solution.
NPC’swork in the year ahead will necessarily take these challengesinto
account.

Community leadersand the general public will bemade morefully aware of
theissuesarising fromthe past and the different optionsfor truth, justiceand
reconciliationthat areavailableinternationaly to addressthemwithinalarger
framework inwhichtheplura, multi ethnicand multi rdigiousnatureof society
is affirmed, and in which there is peaceful coexistence. We will create
awareness among thetarget population about theissue of dealing with the
past war and the human rightsvi ol ationsassociated with it through thelens of
trangitiond justice.

NPCwill dso affirmtheplural and multi religious nature of the Sri Lankan
polity, and thus seek to counteract the dominant discourse of narrow ethnic
and religious nationalism that was propagated during thewar andimmediate
post war periods. We are hopeful that adequate donor support will be
forthcoming to take our work to the national scalethat can haveapositive

impact.
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